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NEAR-ISOTROPIC LOW-PROFILE MICROSTRIP RADIATOR ESPECIALLY SUITED FOR USE AS A MOBILE 

VEHICLE ANTENNA 



This application is related to copending commonly-assigned application Serial No. 945.613 of Johnson 
et at, filed December 23. 1986 entitled "CIRCULAR MICROSTRIP VEHICULAR RF ANTENNA" (Docket No. 
63-54, D-1293). 

This invention generally relates to radio-frequency antenna structures and. more particularly, to low- 
5 profile resonant micro strip antenna radiators. 

Microstrip antennas of many types are well known in the art. Briefly, microstrip antenna radiators 
comprise resonantly dimensioned conductive surfaces disposed less than about 1/1 0th of a wave length 
above a more extensive underlying conductive ground plane. The radiator element may be spaced above 
the ground plant by an intermediate dielectric layer or by a suitable mechanical standoff post or the like. In 
w some forms (especially at higher frequencies), microstrip radiators and interconnecting microstrip RF 
feed line structures are formed by photochemical etching techniques (like those used to form printed 
circuits) on one side of a doubly clad dielectric sheet, with other side of the sheet providing at least part of 
the underlying ground plane or conductive reference surface. 

Microstrip radiators of various types have become quite popular due to several desirable electrical and 
T5 mechanical characteristics. The following listed references are generally relevant in disclosing microstrip 
radiating structures: 
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Although microstrip antenna structures have found wide use in military and industrial applications, the 
use of microstrip antennas in consumer applications has been far more limited —despite the fact that a great 
many consumers use high frequency radio communications every day. For example, cellular car radio 
telephones, which are becoming more and more popular and pervasive, could benefit from a low-profile 
microstrip antenna radiating element if such an element could be conveniently^ mounted on or In a motor 
vehicle in a manner which protects the element from the environment -and if such an element could 
provide sufficient bandwidth and omnidirectivity once installed. 

The following list of patents are generally relevant in disclosing automobile antenna structures: 
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Mobile radio communications presently relies on conventional whip-type antennas mounted to the roof, 
hood, or trunk of a motor vehicle. This type of conventional whip antenna Is shown in prior art Rgure 1. A 
conventional whip antenna typically includes a half-wavelength vertically-oriented radiating element 12 
connected by a loading coil 14 to a quarter-wavelength vertically-oriented radiating element 16. The quarter- 
wavelength element 16 is mechanically mounted to a part of the vehicle. 

Although this type of whip antenna generally provides acceptable mobile communications performance 
it has a number of disadvantages. For example, a whip antenna must be mounted on an exterior surface of 
the vehicle, so that the antenna is unprotected from the weather (and may be damaged by car washes 
unless temporarily removed). Also, the presence of a whip antenna on the exterior of a car is a good clue to 
thieves that an expensive radio telephone transceiver probably is Installed within the car. 

The Moody and Affronti patents fisted above disclose externally-mounted vehicle antennas which have 
some or all of the disadvantages of the whip-type antenna. 

The DuBois and Zakharov et al patents disclose antenna structures which are mounted in or near motor 
vehicle windshields within the vehicle passenger compartment. While these antennas are not as conspicu- 
ous as externally-mounted whip antennas, the significant metallic structures surrounding them may degrade 
their radiation patterns. 

The Chardin British patent specification discloses a portable antenna structure comprising two opposed, 
spaced apart, electrically conductive surfaces connected together by a lump-impedance resonant circuit 
One of the sheets taught by the Chardin specification is a metal plate Integral to the metal chassis of a 
radio transceiving apparatus, while the other sheet is a metal plate (or a piece of copper-clad laminate of 
the type used for printed circuit boards) which is spaced away from the first sheet. 

The Boyer patent discloses a radio wave-guide antenna including a circular flat metallic sheet uniformly 
spaced above a metallic vehicle roof and fed through a capacitor. 

Gabler and Allen Jr.. et al disclose high frequency antenna structures mounted integrally with non- 
metallic vehicle roof structures. 

Okumara et al teaches a broadcast band radio antenna mounted integrally within the trunk lid of a car. 

It would be highly desirable to provide a low profile microstrip-style radiating element which has a 
relatively large bandwidth, can be inexpensively produced in high volumes, can be installed integrally within 
or inside a structure found in most passenger vehicles, and which provides a nearly isotropic vertical 
directivity pattern. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The radiating element provided by the present invention need not utilize more ground plane than the 
size of the radiating element itself, and may be fed simply from unbalanced transmission line protruding 
through a shorted side of the radiating element. Because the element ground plane has the same 
dimensions as the radiating element radiating RF fields "spill over" to the ground plane side in a manner 
which provides a substantially isotropic radiation pattern. That is. in two of the three principal radiating 
dimensions, the radiation characteristics of the antenna are essentially omnidirectional. In the third 
dimension, a radiation pattern similar to that of a monopole is produced. No baluns or chokes are required 
by the radiating element -since the impedance of the radiating element can be matched to that of an 
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unbalanced coaxial transmission line directly connected to the element. 

The radiating antenna structure of the present Invention can easily be mass-produced and Installed in 
passenger vehicles as standard or optional equipment due to Its excellent performance, compactness and 
low cost. 

5 In somewhat more detail, a low profile antenna structure of the invention includes first and second 

electrically conductive surfaces which are substantially parallel to. opposing and spaced apart from one 
another. A transmission line couples radio frequency signals to and/or from the first and second conductive 
surfaces. The radio frequency signal radiation pattern of the resulting structure Is nearly Isotropic (e.g.. 
substantially isotropic in two dimensions). 

w The first and second electrically conductive surfaces may have substantially equal dimensions, and 
may be defined by a sheet of conductive material folded into the shape of a "IT to define a quarter- 
wavelength resonant cavity therein. Impedance matching may be accomplished by employing an additional 
microstrip patch capacitively coupled to the first or second conductive surface. 

The antenna structure of the invention may be installed in an automobile of the type having a passenger 

is compartment roof including a rigid outer non-conductive shell and an inner headliner layer spaced apart 
from the outer shell to define a cavity therebetween. The antenna structure may be disposed within that 
cavity, with one of the conductive surfaces mechanically mounted to an inside surface of the outer shell. 



20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features and advantages of the present invention may be better and more completely 
understood by referring to the following detailed description of preferred embodiments in conjunction with 
appended sheets of drawings, of which: 
25 FIGURE 1 is a schematic side view of a prior art whip-type quarter-wavelength mobile antenna 

radiator; 

FIGURE 2 is a side view in a cross-section of a presently preferred exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIGURE 2A is a schematic view of a passenger vehicle the roof structure of which is shown in detail 
30 in Figure 2; 

FIGURE 3 is a top view in plan and partial cross-section of the embodiment shown in Figure 2; 

FIGURE 4 is a side view in cross-section of the embodiment shown in Figure 2 showing In detail the 
manner in which the radiating element is mounted to an outer, non-conductive roof structure of the vehicle; 

RGURE 5 Is a side view in perspective of the radiating element shown In Figure 2; 
35 RGURE 6A is a side and schematic view in perspective of the radiating element shown in Figure 2 

showing in detail an exemplary arrangement for feeding the radiating element; 

FIGURE 6B is a graphical view of the intensity of the electromagnetic lines of force existing between 
the conductive surfaces of the radiating structure shown in Figure 6A; 

RGURE 7 is a side view in cross-section of another exemplary arrangement for feeding the radiating 
40 element shown in Figure 2 including a particularly advantageous impedance matching arrangement; 

RGURE 8 is a schematic diagram of the vertical directivity pattern of the radiating element shown In 
Rgure 2; 

FIGURE 9 is a graphical illustration of the E-plane directivity diagram of the antenna structure shown 
in Rgure 2; 

45 FIGURE 10 is a graphical illustration of the H-plane directivity diagram of the antenna structure 

shown in Rgure 2; 

FIGURE 11 is a graphical illustration of actual experimental results showing the E-plane directivity 
diagram of the structure shown in Figure 2 measured at a frequency of 875 megahertz; 

FIGURE 12 is a graphical illustration of a Smith chart on which is plotted VSWR versus frequency for 
so the structure shown in Figure 7; and 

RGURE 13 is a partially cut-away side view in perspective of the radiating element shown in Figure 2 
including integral active amplifying circuit elements. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Figure 2 is a side view in cross-section of a presently preferred exemplary embodiment of a vehicle- 
installed uttra high frequency (UHF) radio frequency signal antenna structure 50 in accordance with the 
present invention. 

• Antenna structure 50 is installed within a roof structure 52 of a passenger automobile 54 (other other 
vehicle) In the preferred embodiment. Passenger automobile roof structure 52 Includes an outer ngid non- 
conductive (e.g.. plastic) shell 56 and an inner "headfiner" layer 58 spaced apart from the outer shell to 
form a cavity 60 therebetween. 

Headliner 58 typically is made of cardboard or other inexpensive thermally insulabve matenal. A layer 
of foam or cloth (not shown) may be disposed' on a headliner surface 62 bounding the passenger 
compartment of automobile 54 for aesthetic and other reasons. Headliner 58 is the structure typically 
thought of as the inside "roof" of the automobile passenger compartment (and on which the dome light is 

^ P *Outar*Sw'l» self-supporting, and Is rigid and strong enough to provide good protection against the 
weather. Shell 56 also protects passengers within automobile 54 in case the automobile rolls over In an 
accident and comes to an upside-down resting position. , 

A radiating element 64 is disposed within cavity 60 and is mounted to outer shell 56. Referring now 
more particularly to Rgures 2 and S. radiating element 64 includes a thin rectangular sheet 66 of conductive 
material (e.g.. copper) folded over to form the shape of the letter "U". Sheet 66 thus folded has three parts: 
an upper section 68 defining a first conductive surface 70; a lower section 72 defining a second conductive 
surface 74; and a shorting section 76 connecting the upper and lower sections. 

Sheet 66 may have rectangular dimensions of 3 inches x 7.36 inches and is folded in the preferred 
embodiment so that upper and lower conductive surfaces 70. 74 are parallel to and opposing one another 
are spaced apart from one another by approximately 0.5 inches, and have equal rectangrtar d mansions of 
approximately 3 Inches x 3.43 inches (the 3.43 inch dimension being determined by the frequency of 
operation of element 64 and preferably defining a quarter-wavelength cavity correspondingto that fre- 
quency). In the preferred embodiment, upper and lower sections 68. 72 each meet shorting section 76 in a 

"^Etement 68 can be fabricated using simple, conventional techniques, (for example, sheet metal 
stamping). Because of the simple construction of element 64. It can be Inexpensively mass-produced to 

provide a low-cost mobile radio antenna. 

In the prefened embodiment, lower conductive surface 74 acts as a ground plane, upper conductive 
surface 70 acts as a radiating surface, shorting section 76 acts as a shorting stub, and a quarter-wavelength 
35 resonant cavity 78 is defined between the upper and lower conductive surfaces. 

Although a variety of different arrangements for connecting a RF transmiss.on line to radiating , element 
64 might be used, a particularly inexpensive feed structure is used in the preferred 9mMm ^-^°^ 
Is drilled through shorting section 76. and an unbalanced transmission line such as a coaxial cable 82 is 
passed thigh the hole The outer coaxial cable "shield" conductor 84 is electrically connected to lower 
40 conductive surface 74 (e.g.. by a solder joint or the like), and the center coaxial conductor M i is. **u»Uy 
connected to upper conductive surface 70 (also preferably by a conventional solder Joint). A conventional 
rigid feed-through pin can be used to connect the coax center conductor 86 to upper surface 70 f desired. 
A small hole may be drilled through upper section 68 (at a point determined expenmentelly to yield a 
suitable impedance match so that no balun or other matching transformer is required) for the purpose of 
,s electrically connecting center conductor 86 (or feed-through pin) to the upper conductive surface. Radiating 
element 64 is thus fed internally to cavity 78 (i.e.. within the space defined between upper and lower 

SUrta \When°an 7 RF signal is applied to coaxial cable 82 (this RF signal may be produced by a conventional 
radio frequency transmitter operating within the frequency range of 800-900 megaheiU). ^magnebc 
lines of force are induced across resonant cavity 78. As may best be seen in Figures 6A and 6B. shortng 
section 76 electrically connects lower conductive surface 74 to upper conductive surface 70 at an edge , 88 
of the upper conductive surface. 20 that upper conductive surface edge 88 ahvays has the same 
as the lower conductive surface -and there is little or no difference in potential between upper conductive 

surface edge 88 arid corresponding edge 88a of the lower conductive surface. 

The instantaneous potential at an arbitrary point 89 on upper conductive surface 70 located away from 
edge 88 varies with respect to the potential of lower conductive surface 74 as the RF signal applied to 
coaxial cable 82 varies -and the difference in potential is at a maximum at upper c ° ndu ^ e T s h orf ^ d9 o e . 
90 (the part of upper conductive surface 70 which is the farthest away from edge 88). The length of 
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resonant cavity 78 between shorting section 76 and edge 90 is thus a quarter-wavelength in the preferred 
embodiment (as can be seen in Figure 6B). 

Because upper and lower conductive surfaces 70. 74 have the same dimensions (i.e., the orthographic 
projection of one of these surfaces onto the plane of the other surface is coextensive with the other 
surface), radiated radio frequency energy is allowed to "spill over" from the volume "above" upper 
conductive surface 70 to the volume "beneath" lower conductive surface 74. Hence, as may best be seen 
In Figure 8. the radiation (directivity) pattern of radiating element 64 is circular in two dimensions defined by 
a Cartesian coordinate system and nearly circular in the third dimension defined by the coordinate system. 
In other words, radiating element 64 has substantially isotropic radiating characteristics in at least two 
dimensions. > 

As is well known, the radiation from a practical antenna never has the same intensity in atl direction. A 
hypothetical "isotropic radiator" has a spherical "solid" (equal field strength contour) radiation pattern, since 
the field strength is the same in atl directions. In any plane containing the isotropic antenna (which may be 
considered "point source"), the radiating pattern is a circle with the antenna at its center. The isotropic 
antenna thus has no directivity at all. See ARRL Antenna Book, page 36 (American Radio Relay League. 
13th Edition, 1974). 

As can be seen in Figure 9 (which is a graphical illustration of the approximate radiation pattern of 
radiating element 64) and Figure 11 (which is a graphical plot of actual experimental field strength 
measurements of the antenna structure shown in Figure 2). the E-plane (vertically polarized) RF radiation 
pattern of antenna structure 50 Is very nearly circular, and thus, the antenna structure has an omnidirec- 
tional vertically polarized radiation pattern. Variations in the test results shown In Rgure 1 1 from an ideal 
circular pattern are attributable to ripple from the range rather than to directivity of antenna structure 50. 

Due to the phase relationships of the RF fields generated by radiating element 64, the H-ptane radiation 
pattern of antenna structure 50 is not quite circular, but instead resembles that of a monopole (as can be 
seen in Figures 8 and 10) with a pair of opposing major lobes. However, this slight directivity of antenna 
structure 50 (i.e., slight deviation from the radiation characteristics of a true isotropic radiator) had little or no 
effect on the performance of the antenna structure as installed in passenger automobile 54. This is because 
nearly all of the transmitting and receiving antennas of interest to passengers within automobile 54 are 
vertically polarized and lie within approximately the same plane (plus or minus 30 degrees or so) as that 
defined by roof structure 52. Radiation emitted directly upward or downward by antenna structure 50 (i.e.. 
along the 0 degree axis of Figure 10) would generally be wasted, since it would either be absorbed by the 
ground or simply travel out into space. At any rate, radiating element 64 does emit horizontally polarized RF 
energy directly upwards (i.e., in a direction normal to the plane of upper surface 70) and can thus be used 
to communicate with satellites (which typically have circularly polarized antennas). 

Referring now to Figures 2-4, one exemplary method of mounting radiating element 64 within roof 
cavity 60 will now be discussed. In the preferred embodiment, layer of conductive film 92 (e.g.. aluminum 
foil) is disposed on a surface 94 of headliner 58 bounding cavity 60. Rim 92 is preferably substantially 
coextensive with roof structure 52, and is connected to metal portions of automobile 54 at its edges. Film 92 
prevents RF energy emitted by radiating element 64 from passing through headliner 58 and entering the 
passenger compartment beneath the headliner. 

In the preferred embodiment, a thin sheet 96 of conductive material (e.g.. copper) which has 
dimensions which are larger than those of upper and lower radiations sections 68. 72 is rested on film layer 
92 (for example, sheet 96 may have dimensions of 10 inches x 17 inches). Lower radiator section 72 is then 
disposed directly on sheet 96 (conductive bonding between lower section 72 and sheet 96 may be 
established by strips of conductive aluminum tape 98). Non-conductive (e.g., plastic) pins 100 passing 
through corresponding holes 102 drilled through upper radiator section 68 may be used to mount radiating 
element 64 to outer shell 56. It is desirable to incorporate some form of impedance matching network into 
antenna structure 50 in order to match the impedance of radiating element 64 with the impedance of coaxial 
cable 82 at frequencies of interest. The section of coaxial cable center conductor 86 connected to upper 
conductive surface 70 (or feed-through pin used to connect the center conductor to the upper surface) 
introduces an inductive reactance which may cause radiating element 64 to have an impedance which is 
other than a pure resistance at the radio frequencies of interest. Figure 7 shows another version of radiating 
element 64 which has been slightly modified to include an impedance matching network 104. 

Impedance matching network 104 includes a small conductive sheet 106 spaced above an upper 
conductive surface 108 of upper radiator section 68 and separated from surface 108 by a layer 110 of 
insulative (dielectric) material. In the preferred embodiment, layer 110 comprises a layer of printed circuit 
board-type laminate, and sheet 106 comprises a layer of copper cladding adhered to the laminate. A hole 
112 is drilled through upper radiator section 68. and another hole 114 is drilled through layer 110 and sheet 
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106. Coaxial cable center conductor section 88 (or a conventional feed-through pin electrically and 
mechanically connected to the coaxial cable center conductor) passes through holes 112. 114 without 
electncally contacting upper radiator section 68 and Is electrically connected to copper sheet 106 (eg by a 
conventional solder joint). * v " y 

s Sheet 106 is capacitively coupled to upper radiator section 68 -introducing capacitive reactance where 

coaxial cable 82 is coupled to radiating element 64. By selecting the dimensions of sheet 106 appropn^tely 
he capacitive reactance so introduced can be made to exactly equal the inductive reactance of fee£ 
through pin 86 at the frequencies of operation -thus forming a resonant series LC circuit 

,„ 7 r n9Ur M- iS , a » P H t 1 <0f L a Smith ° hart> ° f aCtUal t9St results obtained ,or *» arrangement in ngure 

io 7. Curve A plotted in Figure 12 has a closed loop within the 1.5 VSWR circle due to the resonance 
introduced by network 104. With radiator 64 having the dimensions described previously and excluding 
impedance matching network 104. antenna structure 50 has VSWR of>equal to or less than 2.0:1 over the 
range of 825 megahertz to 890 megahertz -plus or minus 3.5% or more from a center resonance 
frequency of about 860 megahertz (see curve A shown in Figure 12). 

Although impedance matching network -104 effectively widens the bandwidth of radiating element 64 the 
bandw,dth of the rad.ating element is determined mostly by the spacing between upper and lower 
conductive surtaces 70. 74. The absolute and relative dimensions of upper and lower conductive surfaces 
70. 74 affect both the center operating frequency and the radiation pattern of radiating element 64 

Although the dimensions of upper and lower surfaces 70. 74 are equal In the preferred embodiment it 
Is possible to make lower conductive surface 74 larger than upper conductive surface 70. When this Is 
done, however, the omnidirectionality of radiating element 64 is significantly degraded. That Is as the size 
of lower conductive surface 74 is increased with respect to the size of upper conductive' surface 70 
ESS 8 . K m8n i 64 .. porf ° rms ,ess like isotr °Pic radiator (i.e.. point source) and begins to exhibit 
directional charactenst.cs. Because a mobile radio communications antenna should have an omnidirectional 
25 avoided* P ° radiati ° n m&m ' V6rtical P° larization directivity is generally undesirable and should be 

It is sometimes necessary or desirable to provide an outboard low noise amplifier between an antenna 
and a receiver input to amplify signals received by the antenna prior to applying the signals to the receiver 
Input (thus increasing the effective sensitivity of the antenna and receiver) -and this amplifier should be 
so physically located as close to the antenna as possible to reduce loss and noise. It may also be desirable or 
necessary to provide a power amplifier outboard of a radio transmitter to increase the effective radiated" 
power of the transmitter/antenna combination. 

The embodiment shown in Rgure 13 includes a bidirectional active amplifier circuit 120 disposed 
directly on radiating element lower conductive surface 74. Circuit 120 includes a low noise input amplifier 
122 and a power output amplifier 124. In this embodiment, lower radiator section 72 is preferably disposed 
on a conventional layer of laminate 126 -and conventional printed circuit fabrication techniques are used to 
fabncate amplifiers 122 and 124. 

Power is applied to amplifiers 122. 124 via an additional power lead (not shown) connected to a power 
source (e.g.. the battery of vehicle 54). One "side" (i.e.. the output of amplifier 122 and the input of 
amplifier 124) of each of the amplifiers 122. 124 is connected to coaxial cable center conductor 86 and the 
other side of each amplifier (i.e., the output of amplifier 124 and the input of amplifier 122) is connected 
(via a teed-through pin 128) to upper conductive surface 70. 

Signals received by element 64 are amplified by low-noise amplifier 122 before being applied to the 
transceiver input via coaxial cable 82. Similarly, signals provided by the transceiver are amplified by 
amplifier 124 before being applied to upper conductive surface 70. The performance of the transceiver and 
of element 64 is thus increased without requiring any additional units in line between element 64 and the 
transceiver. Amplifier 120 can be made small enough so that its presence does not noticeably degrade the 
near isotropic radiation characteristics of radiator element 64. Matching stubs 130 printed on surface 74 
may be provided to match impedances. Since this system transmits and receives simultaneously a 
duplexer or filter circuit must be used to prevent receiver "front end overload" from transmitting power 

A new and advantageous antenna structure has been described which has a substantially isotropic RF 
radiation pattern, is inexpensive and easy to produce in large quantities, and has a low profile package The 
antenna structure is conformal (that is, it may lie substantially within the same plane as its supporting 
structure), and because ol its small size and planar shape, may be incorporated within the roof structure of 
a passenger vehicle. The antenna structure is ideally suited for use as a passenger automobile radio 
antenna because of these properties. 
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While the present invention has been described with what is presently considered to be the most 
practical and preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the appended claims are not to be limited 
to the disclosed embodiments, but on the contrary, are intended to cover all modifications, variations and/or 
equivalent arrangements which retain any of the novel features and advantages of this invention. 



Claims 

1. A low profile antenna structure comprising: 
io a first electrically conductive surface; 

a second electrically conductive surface substantially parallel to, opposing and spaced apart from said first 
surface; and 

transmission line means for coupling radio frequency signals to and/or from said first and second surfaces, 
wherein the spacing and dimensions of said first and second surfaces are selected to produce a radio 
is frequency signal radiation pattern which is substantially isotropic. 

2. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said structure resonates at a first frequency and has a 2.0 
VSWR bandwidth range of at least plus or minus 4.0% of said resonant frequency. 

3. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said structure has a VSWR of 2.0 or less over the range 
of 825 megahertz to 890 megahertz. 

20 4. An antenna structure as m claim 1 wherein said first and second electrically conductive surfaces have 
substantially equal dimensions. 

5. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said first and second conductive surfaces are defined by 
a rectangular sheet of conductive material folded into the shape of "IP. 

6. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said first and second conductive surfaces define a 
25 quarter-wavelength resonant cavity therebetween. 

7. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said transmission line means is connected to said first 
surface at a point internal to the volume disposed between said first and second surfaces. 

8. An antenna structure as In claim 1 wherein said transmission line means comprises an unbalanced 
transmission line directly connected between said first and second surfaces. 

30 9. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said first and second surface spacing and dimensions are 
selected so as to produce a vertically polarized radiation pattern which is substantially omnidirectional in at 
least two dimensions. 

10. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein said radiation pattern is isotropic in the plane of said first 
and second surfaces. 

3$ 11. An antenna structure as in claim 1 wherein at least one dimension of said first surface is 

approximately a quarter-wavelength of the resonant wavelength of said antenna structure. 

12. An antenna structure as in claim 1 further including amplifying means, disposed on said first surface 

and electrically connected to said transmission line means, for amplifying radio frequency signals applied to 

and/or received by said antenna. 
40 13. An antenna as in claim 1 further including impedance matching means, electrically connected 

between said transmission line means and said first surface, for matching the impedance of said antenna 

with the impedance of said transmission line means. 

14. An antenna structure comprising: 
a layer of insulative material; 

45 a sheet of conductive material folded into the shape of a U cross-section, said U-shaped sheet having first 
and second electrically conductive surfaces electrically connected together at respective edges thereof, 
said first and second surfaces being substantially parallel to and spaced apart from one another, said first 
and second surfaces having substantially equal dimensions and defining a quarter-wavelength resonant 
cavity therebetween; and 

so means for mechanically connecting said conductive sheet to said insulative layer, 

wherein the spacing and dimensions of said first and second sheets are selected so that the radiation 
pattern of said antenna is substantially isotropic in at least two dimensions. 

15. An antenna structure as in claim 14 further including transmission line means directly electrically 
connected between said first and second surfaces at a point internal to said resonant cavity for coupling 

55 radio frequency signals to and/or from said sheet. 

16. An antenna structure as in claim 14 wherein the spacing between said first and second conductive 
surfaces is approximately 1/2 inches. 
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17. An antenna structure as in claim 14 further including: 
a headliner layer spaced apart from said insulative layer, said headliner layer and insulative layer « 
chamber therebetween said folded conductive sheet being disposed within said chamber; and 
a further, thin conductive sheet disposed on and substantially contiguous with said headliner layer 
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